
Year 5 History Knowledge 
Organiser: The Victorians 

Key Vocabulary

Arithmetic Learning about maths and numbers
Industry A group of companies that all produce the same thing. 
Industrial Revolution A time of major change in the way products 
were made. 
Invention A new thing that someone has made. 
Livestock Farm animals. 
Migrate Move to a different area to find work or better living 
conditions. 
Reign To control a country.
Rural The countryside.
Revolution A big change in something. 
Typhoid A bacterial infection that can spread throughout the 
body.

Key Knowledge:

Subject Specific Skills
• Recognise and use a range of primary and secondary sources to find 

out about the past.
• Identify key features, aspects and events of the time 

studied; describe the key features of the past, including attitudes, 
beliefs and the everyday lives of men, women and children.

Prior Learning
• Chronological awareness of historical events. 
• Understand how some historical events/periods occurred concurrently 

in different locations. 
• Use of evidence to build up a past event. 
• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, similarity, difference and significance.

Key Individuals: 
Queen Victoria  

The period of time between 1837 to 1901 when Queen Victoria reigned over Britain. During her 63 year reign, 
there was a huge contrast between how the rich and poor Victorians lived. Queen Victoria led the expansion of 
the British empire and saw major changes to all aspects of Britain due to exciting discoveries and inventions.

Key building: The 
Workhouse


