
All about Year 1!

Teacher: Miss Wright

Teaching Assistants:

Mrs Gaskell Miss SankeyMrs Sheehy



General Information

- Children should bring in a water bottle each day to school. Please 
ensure that this is filled with water and not juice. 

- Children have an option to order toast and juice each day or bring in 
their own healthy snack. They also order their own lunch everyday 
with their teacher.

- Book bags need to be brought in everyday to school and reading 
records and phonics books need to be in their bags everyday.

- Please ensure that your child is in their correct uniform everyday except 
from PE days which are Monday and Wednesday.

- All announcements regarding trips, extra resources for learning etc are 
made through parent pay and the weekly newsletter. 



Weekly Timetable

Here is an example of our weekly timetable in Year 1, however, things can often change from week to week. 



Phonics

Here at St Vincent’s we use the Little Wandle Phonics scheme. Children have 30 minute phonics sessions each day which are 
led by their class teacher. Children who require extra phonics support will receive a Daily Keep Up session in the afternoons. 
In Year 1, children will learn more graphemes and phonemes. For example, they already know ai as in rain, but now they 
will be introduced to ay - as in day and a-e – as in make. Alternative pronunciations will also be introduced e.g., ea in tea, 
head and break. Word and spelling knowledge will be worked on extensively. 

In June, Year 1 are tested on their Phonics Knowledge in their Phonics Screening Assessment. Across the year, the children 
will participate in past Phonics Assessments to ensure that they are confident with their phonics by the time they have their
Phonics Assessment – These past Phonics assessments can be found on the DFE website if you would like to practise with 
your child and prepare them for their assessment. Your child will be asked to read real words and nonsense words to 
showcase their learning of all the phonemes and graphemes the children have learnt over the past two years. The pass mark 
can vary, however, in recent years, children have had to correctly read 32 out of 40 words in order to pass. 

Here is an example of some of 
the past real words and alien 
words that have been asked on 
the phonics screening check. 

You can access the Little 
Wandle website as parents for 
further support to support your 
child’s phonics learning at 
home. 



Reading
Each week your child will take two books home:

1. Phonics phased book – This book is matched at your child’s individual phonics level as assessed through Little Wandle
Assessment tracker. Your child will continuously be assessed by their class teacher through the Little Wandle Assessment 
tracker to ensure your child’s phonics book match their phase level. 90% of words contained within this book should be 
decodable for your child. 

2. Reading for pleasure book – This book is chosen by your child from their class library. It is a book for adults to read to 
their child ( or even for them to read to their adults as they become more confident readers!). The aim of this book is to 
promote a love of reading. 

Reading books will be sent home in your child’s book bag every Friday and will be collected the following Friday. Please 
ensure that all books are returned by Friday to allow us to change your child’s current reading book and to reuse the 
books during our guided reading sessions. Please read with your child at least 3 times a week where possible and write it 
in your child’s Reading Record. Reading Records will be monitored and checked weekly by Year 1 staff. We understand 
that reading at home can be challenging especially with busy outside of school schedules! But even just 10-15 minutes 3 
times a week has a huge impact on your child’s reading success and their love for reading!

Each week, your child will have 3 guided reading sessions with an adult, where we focus on decoding, prosody (fluency) 
and comprehension. Your child will then bring this chosen book home for them to read with you. If your child is reading 
it with little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy – your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading.

Every Friday, your child's reading diary will be stamped with either a blue stamp – read three times or a red stamp –
keep on reading. This is to encourage children to read 3x per week to be entered into a prize draw at the end of half 
term.



Writing
In Year 1, we have 5 English sessions per week. We aim to build upon your child’s writing skills that have already been taught 
in EYFS. We follow the EY2P Writing Scheme of work, where each half term we focus on two new and exciting books, which 
we base the majority of our writing around. 

Books that we will be focussing on this year…
Here is an overview of what your child will be learning 
to write about in their Year1 lessons.

By the end of Year 1, children are expected to write 5 
sentences that are spelt phonetically correct 
independently and form all lower case and upper case 
letters correctly. 



Every morning when the children come in, they practise their handwriting in their handwriting books. In Year 1, children are 
building on the early writing and fine motor skills they developed in Reception. Our focus this year is on developing consistent
letter formation, correct pencil grip, and writing sentences with increasing control and confidence. 

Here is an example of how 
we teach letter formation 
through Little Wandle. 

Handwriting



Maths

In EYFS, children learn how to use numbers 1 – 10 in their Maths work. In Year 1, we build upon this important skill, 
learning to use, recognise and write numbers from 1 – 100. We use songs and actions to support your children with these 
skills as well as a range of physical resources. At Key Stage 1 level, maths resources are always used and are vital in order
for your children to become confident in mental maths by the time they progress to Key Stage 2. 

Here are some of the resources that we use daily in Year 1. 

Numicon Tens frames 100 Square Grid Rek and Reks

Dienes Pictorial Representations Part Whole Models



Maths
Here is an overview of what your child will be learning in Maths this year…



Foundation Subjects

Here at St Vincent’s, your children 
will learn a range of Foundation 
Subjects such as Art, Design and 
Technology, Science, History, 
Geography, PHSE and PE. Children 
have a Knowledge Organiser at the 
beginning of every topic stuck into 
their books. This includes important 
vocabulary, sticky knowledge that 
the children need to remember and 
links to their prior learning. 

At the end of each unit, the children 
will then complete an end of unit 
assessment to showcase their 
learning. 



Foundation Subjects

Here is an overview of all the Core and Foundation Subjects that your child will learn in Year 1…



Homework

Alongside this, your child will be assigned homework every Friday via 
Google Classroom. This will consist of a piece of Maths homework linking
to your child’s learning that they have been taught that week. 

Along with a Reading for Pleasure and Phonics book, your child will also 
receive a piece of phonics homework. This homework sheet will consist of all 
the diagraphs or trigraphs the children have learnt that week, the new words 
and sentences that they have been taught containing those new sounds and 
new tricky words that they are expected to learn from memory. 


