
 

Year 1/2 Art & Design Knowledge Organiser 
Autumn 2 - Painting 

In this unit of work, I will learn how to mix colours and add 
black or white to create a shade or tint when painting. 
 

Prior Learning  Sticky Knowledge Vocabulary  Significant artist 
How to 
explore 
paint 
through 
finger 
painting.  

 
Describe 
texture 
and 
colour as 
I paint.  
How to 
create 
natural 
paint brushes using found objects. 
 
Whether my work is abstract or figurative.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Abstract             Figurative 
 
How to respond to music through the medium 
of paint.  
Express ideas and feelings through paint. 

Use natural paint 
brushes and mud 
paint to create 
artwork. 
 
Experiment with 

colour, design and painting techniques. 

Use paint to mix primary and secondary colours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Add white 
to a colour 
to make a 
tint.  

 
Know about the work of 
Vincent Van Gogh (our 
significant artist).  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Use black to a colour to 
create a shade. 
 
 

Apply knowledge of colour when 
creating my own painting.  
 

primary 
colour 

Basic colours that can 
be mixed together to 
create other colours. 
Red, blue, yellow.  

secondary 
colour 

The colours we create 
by mixing two primary 
colours together. Blue + 
yellow = green.  

mixing Stirring or shaking one 
substance with another.  

tint Where an artist adds 
white to another colour 
to create a lighter 
version.  

shade Where an artist adds 
black to another colour 
to darken it down.  

strokes Lines that define a 
drawing, often created 
using paint.  

skyline The outline or shape 
near the horizon. 

background The part of a painting 
representing what lies 
behind objects in the 
foreground. 

foreground The area of the painting 
that is nearest to the 
viewer.  

Vincent Van Gogh  
March 1853 - July 1890 

 
Van Gogh was born in Holland. He is a 

famous. Van Gogh liked to use colour and 
short brush strokes. Van Gogh painted 
‘Fourteen of July Celebrations in Paris’ 
which shows fireworks in a Parisian sky 
to celebrate a French holiday – ‘Bastille 
Day.’ Van Gogh is also known for cutting 

off one of his own ears. His painting 
‘Sunflowers’ is one of his most famous.   
 

Relevant Books 

 

 

Paint   Drawing Collage  Printing  Digital Medial  Sculpture  Textiles  
 


