
Pathways to Write Keys
Gateway keys Mastery keys Feature keys

Y3 Use punctuation at Y2 

standard correctly (full 

stops, capital letters –

including for proper nouns, 

exclamation marks, 

question marks)

Use co-ordination (and, 

but) to join clauses

Write sentences with 

different forms: use of 

statements, exclamations, 

questions and commands

Group related ideas into 

paragraphs

Build a varied and rich 

vocabulary

Use prepositions to express 

time, place and cause

Write in the first person
Use a variety of sentence 
forms including 
statements and questions
Write in consistent past 
and present tense 
including progressive 
forms
Use layout and structure 
of a letter
Ensure chronological 
order to explain sequence 
of events

Y4 Use punctuation at Y2 
standard correctly (full 
stops, capital letters –
including for proper nouns, 
exclamation marks, 
question marks) 
Use co-ordination (and, 
but) to join clauses 
Use subordination (when, 
because) to join clauses 
Group related ideas into 
paragraphs 

Expand noun phrases by the 

addition of modifying 

adjectives, nouns and 

prepositional phrases

Use fronted adverbials

Use commas after fronted 

adverbials

Organise paragraphs around a 

theme (using fronted 

adverbials to introduce or 

connect paragraphs)

As above plus: 
Use fronted adverbials to 
introduce paragraphs (Y4) 

Outcome:

Recount

Letter Writing

Writing outcome:

To write a letter from the boy to his grandfather telling him about the 

events he has missed.

Greater depth writing outcome: 

To write a letter from Grandad in response to one of his grandson’s 

letters. 
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