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Homework Policy

The Purpose of Homework

e To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in
literacy and numeracy.

e To develop an effective partnership between the school and parents and
other carers in pursuing the aims of the school.

e To extend or prepare for school learning and give children an opportunity
to demonstrate their talents and skills.

e To encourage pupils as they get older to develop the independence,

confidence and self-discipline needed to study on their own, and to
prepare them for the requirements of secondary school.

Definition of Homework

Homework refers to any work or activities which our pupils are asked to
undertake outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.

Homework allocation

The main focus of homework for our children will be on developing and applying
literacy and numeracy skills but other areas of learning will be incorporated into
homework tasks. The precise amount of time spent on homework is much less
important than the quality of tasks set and the way they are planned to support
learning. Homework will not necessarily be formal exercises carried out by
children without help from adults. Homework will be set by the class teacher and
will take many different forms, requiring parent and carer involvement at times.
All homework activities, will be carefully designed to meet the needs of the
children, including any children with special educational needs.

A regular pattern of homework is important as we recognise that a familiar
routine is important and is very helpful for children, parents and teachers.
Homework will therefore be set each Friday as follows:

Reading and Spelling
Regular reading is vital and along with spelling will form the weekly homework
tasks set across the school.




Reading

Reading practice and listening to others read is essential throughout school and
will form part of ongoing homework. Children must read with an adult a minimum
of 3 times each week and this must be recorded in their diary. The class teacher
will respond to comments where appropriate, but not always. Home reading
books should be in school daily so that should the opportunity arise, children can
read to an adult in school. Children should read and listen to a range of texts, not
necessarily always provided by the school. It is also important that children are
encouraged to make use of the library.

When and how often the children change their reading book will be managed by
individual class teachers and communicated with parents on the class curriculum
information sheet sent home each half term.

Spelling
All children are sent the key words for their year group at the beginning of the
year and/or in their diary.

In Foundation Stage and Year 1, key words and phonics tasks will be sent home
each week.

Weekly phonics and spelling investigations/activities will be sent home in all other
classes.

The spelling investigation or activity will be differentiated to match the needs of
the children and to reflect the learning that has taken place in class. The
investigation/activity does not need to be returned to school but regular
assessments will take place to ensure that consolidation activities are being
completed.

Maths

In Maths, the core homework task will focus on knowledge of multiplication facts.
As an ongoing homework, children should regularly practice their times tables in
a variety of ways — counting, quick response questions (not in order) and using
times tables in real life situations. Expected progress in knowledge of times
tables is as follows:

e Year2:2,5and 10
e Year3:2,3,4,5,8and 10
e Year4:2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11 and 12

In addition, weekly homework will be sent home for maths, in the form of games /
investigations for Year 1, and a “problem of the week” from Year 2 — 5. These
activities do not need to be returned to school. Maths homework will become
more formal in Year 6 and should be returned on Wednesday.



Curriculum Homework

Each half term, the children will also be set homework linked to the wider
curriculum, giving them the opportunity to prepare for, extend, apply and
celebrate their wider learning, talents and skills. Curriculum homework will be
based on Blooms’ Taxonomy of thinking skills, which includes 6 types of thinking:
knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, evaluation and synthesis. In
Key Stage 1, the teacher will set tasks from which the children choose what to
do. In Key Stage 2, the teacher will set a homework question for the children to
answer as they choose. This homework will be sent home during the final week
of each half term along with the curriculum newsletter for the following half term.
Any topic based tasks can be returned to school at any point before the
completion date set by the class teacher. This homework will be celebrated either
through sharing with others or displaying it, whichever is most appropriate.

In addition to regular activities children may be set further homework. This might
include preparation for new learning or might be a reinforcement activity or
challenge specifically targeted at a group of children or individual child based on
the assessments made by the class teacher during the learning in school.

Homework for children with Special Education Needs

The purpose and allocation of homework previously outlined applies equally to
pupils with SEN. Some children may benefit from specific homework tasks
based on their individual learning needs, linking to their Individual Education Plan
(IEP) and targets. However it is important that they will do as much in common
with other children as possible.

The role of parents and carers

Parents and carers are recognised as the first and most important educators for
their child. We therefore encourage parents, as part of our Home School
Agreement, to support the teaching and learning in school through involvement
with homework.

We expect parents to make it clear to the children that they value homework, and
support St Paul of the Cross Catholic Primary School in explaining how it can
help their learning, as well as encouraging the children and praising them when
they have completed homework.



Summary of Homework Progression

Reading

Spelling, punctuation
and grammar

Maths

Wider curriculum

Rec

Y1

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

Ongoing reading
as outlined above

Weekly key words /
phonics

Number games / maths
investigations

“Things to do at home
this half term”

Weekly spelling /
punctuation / grammar
investigation

Ongoing times tables
practice: 2, 5 and 10

Problem of the week

Set of tasks based on
Bloom’s Taxonomy
from which children

choose what to
complete

Ongoing times tables
practice: 2, 3, 4, 5, 8
and 10

Problem of the week

Ongoing times tables
practice: 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7,
8,9, 10, 11 and 12

Problem of the week

Curriculum homework
question set each half
term

Children to decide how
to answer the question,
using Bloom’s
Taxonomy prompts as
a guide

Weekly English and Maths tasks
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